


+Then, I remember that night, we 
couldn't hardly make the ends 
meet. So I--we went over to take 
up an offering. And I said, 
"Friends, I--I--I hate to ask you," 
but I said, "if you got a nickel or 
dime," I said, "I got a little 
debt, and I just can't meet 
it, and they're pushing me," I said, "want to take up a little offering. 
And--and," I said, "Brother Wiseheart," bless his soul, he's in glory today, an elderly 
man. I said, "Go get my hat." 
And he went over to get my hat. And everybody... Poor little old woman setting 
down there, Mrs. Webber, she went down under that little checkered 
apron, you know how the women used to have that pocket on the inside 
of the apron, pulled out that little old long pocketbook, them little snaps over the 
top of it. It was during the time of the depression when things was really hard. 
She begin to pull out those nickels, every time I see her 
reach in there I just feel my heart go out like that. I 
couldn't take that poor thing's money. I looked at her; I 
said, "Oh, I was just kidding you all to see what you'd do." I 
said, "I didn't mean that." My wife looked at me. Ha. 
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Sewing Ruffle Apron 
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Reversible Apron Fabric Needed 

� First fabric: Base and First Ruffle: 5/8 yard 
� Second fabric: Fourth Ruffle, Waistband, and Tie ends: 5/8 yard 
� Third fabric: Second ruffle and Pocket: 3/8 yard 
� Fourth fabric: Third Ruffle: ¼ yard 

Reversible Apron: Pattern Measurement for Medium 

 Length  Width  
Tie End (2) 27 ½” 4” 
Waistband 21” 4” 
Ruffles 1,2,3 35” 5 ¼” 
Ruffle 4 35” 10 ½” 
Apron Base 22” 10 ½” 
Pocket 16” 8” 
 

Reversible Apron Tutorial 

1. Cut out the measurements of each piece on to the desired fabrics. 

 
2. Find and mark the middle of each ruffle, waistband, and apron base.  
3. Narrow hem the sides of the apron base. Not the bottom. 

� Narrow Hem: Fold sides under ¼” then ½”, iron, and pin. Then straight stitch 
3/8” seam.  



 
4. Pin the fourth ruffle right sides together. Stitch up the sides using a 3/8” seam allowance. 

Turn outside out and press.  



 
5. For the first, second, and third ruffle, narrow hem the bottom and sides of the ruffles. For 

the second and third ruffle, fold and press down the top a ½” then pin. Stitch across the 
top using a zigzag stitch and a 3/8” seam allowance. 



 
6. Gather the upper edges of each ruffle section. 

� Gather: Sew two gathering stitches (a basting stitch on the largest length) on the 
upper edge. The first gathering stitch: place ruffle on the edge of the foot and 
move the needle to the far right. The second gathering stitch: place ruffle on the 
edge of the foot and move the needle to the far left. Pull the basting stitch from 
the bobbin side to gather. 

 



7. Match the raw edge of the fourth ruffle to the raw edge of the bottom right side of the 
apron base. Also match the middle marks of the ruffle and apron base. Pull up gathering 
stitches to fit, distributing fullness evenly.  Pin together from the middle out. Baste. Stitch 
using a 5/8” seam allowance.  

 
8. Press seam up, pressing ruffle down. Pin. Stitch using a zigzag stitch and a 3/8” seam 

allowance from the fold.  

 
9. Pin wrong side of third ruffle to wrong side of the apron base. Place the third ruffle so 

that the bottom overlaps the stitching of the fourth ruffle by about an inch. Match the 
centers first with ends even. Pull up gathering stitches to fit, distributing fullness evenly. 
Pin from the middle out. Baste. Stitch using a 3/8” seam allowance. 



 
10. Apply the second ruffle in the same manner as the third ruffle, overlapping the third 

ruffle top. 

 
11. Gather the first ruffle. 
12. Press the sides of the pocket under ¼”. Then press the top and the bottom of the pocket 

under 2”and pin. 



Stitch using a zigzag or decorative stitch on the raw edges of the top and bottom folds, 
using a 3/8” seam allowance.  

 
Fold the pocket with the wrong sides together and the bottom of the pocket staggered 
about 1” from the top of the pocket. Pin carefully matching sides. Stitch using a zigzag or 
decorative stitch along the sides of the pocket using a 3/8” seam allowance. 



13. Press the top of the waistband under 5/8”. 

 
14. Match the first ruffle center with the center of apron base wrong-sides together. Pull up 

gathering stitches to fit, distributing fullness evenly. Match the centers of the waistband 
(on the raw edge side) and the first ruffle, right-sides together. 

 



Match the top of the pocket to the left top of the right-side of the apron base. Pin the 
waistband, first ruffle, apron base, and pocket together from the middle out. 

  
Stitch using a 5/8” seam allowance. Press waistband out, pressing seam towards the 
waistband.  

 



15. Take one of the tie ends and fold the right sides together, hot dog style. Sew one shorter 
side and the long side on the raw edges using a 5/8” seam allowance. 

 
Turn right-side in using a loop turner, unsharpened pencil, or large safety pin. Press. 
Repeat for other tie end.  

 
16. Press the other end of the waistband down ½”. Match the raw edge of one side of the 

waistband to the raw edge of one tie end, on right side of the waistband. Pin. Stitch using 
a 5/8” seam allowance. Repeat for other tie end. 



 
17. Fold band with right sides together (over tie end).  

 
Press and pin. Stitch across ends using a 5/8” seam allowance. Trim seams. Trim corners. 



18. Turn band to inside; press, pressing ties out. 

 
19. On inside, pin pressed edge over seam, placing pins on the outside. Stitch using a 5/8” 

seam allowance on the ruffled side of the apron. You may want to use a decorative stitch 
for this seam. 
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